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The Song of the Bodhi Path 
Shamar Khachö Wangpo 

 
 

 
The great realized one, the holder of the Shamar crown known as Khachö Wangpo was 
asked to stay at Nenang in Tsurphu valley, the monastery of the sugata Jetsün Ritröpa. But 
because a faction of disciples lacking in faith spread all sorts of scandals, he thought, "By 
staying here in this way, I cannot hold the seat of a guru; I am accumulating many evil deeds on top of not 
benefiting others." When he was leaving for the snow range of Eight Sky Lha and elsewhere, he 
offered this parting message of advice to the disciples: 
 
 
Nama Uttarebhyah 
 
The name that accords with my domain is Glorious Wisdom (dpal yé shé). 
The name from when I tossed the flower is Immovable Victorious One (mi skyod rgyal). 
The name given to me by my guru is Unconquerable One (mi pham). 
The name with which the devas (lha) adorned me is Stainless One (dri ma mad pa). 
The name sung by the dakinis is Sky Traveler(kha la spyod).  
The name which gladdens the aryas(aphags ma) is Candipa (tsendi pa). 
I am a beggar who possesses many meaningless names.  
Listen to this song of the bodhi path. 
 
Just the pure necessities of food and clothing are sufficient. 
What is the use of acting like a preta in a human body? 
Cast behind you efforts at acquiring food and wealth.  
Natural revulsion is the bodhi path. 
 
The renunciant is happy wherever he goes.  
What is the use of clinging to property disputes? 
Leave far behind the inclination to stay in one place for a long time. 
Unknown country is the bodhi path. 
 
If you have sacred outlook, everyone is an agreeable companion. 
What is the use of being tethered by suffering?  
Cut off completely the ties of relatives, samsara.  
Without enemies or friends is the bodhi path. 
 
If you are in accord with the dharma, the devas accomplish your goal. 
What is the use of continually counting your virtues and faults? 
Cast away completely all activities of this life.  
Naturally free from occupations is the bodhi path. 
 
If you recognize your mind, you are the Buddha.  
What is the use of continually learning and 
contemplating sophistries? 
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Let your mental doodles of textual learning fade.  
Direct vision of self-liberation is the bodhi path. 
 
Whatever you do is merely a temporary dream.  
What is the use of continually binding yourself?  
Rest loosely in the simplicity of non-reference point.  
Being natural and loose is the bodhi path. 
 
If you have upaya, even poison is supreme amrta.  
What is the use of continually contradicting and 
agreeing, giving up and transmuting? 
The pith instructions bring the klesas along as your 
friends. 
This life drop of the profound pith is the bodhi path. 
 
E ma! You have the precious jewel. 
What is the use of spinning in futile samsara?  
Rest precisely in spontaneous great bliss.  
Effortlessly attaining your needs and desires is the 
bodhi path. 
 
This song combines the eightfold path of bodhi into one. 
Remembering the previous lineage holders with sad longing,  
I sang these words of encouragement 
As music to refresh my dawn practice break. 
Let us practice according to the truth, O friends of 
the future. 
Even I myself have obtained the bodhi path.  
So come along, my fortunate friends. 
 
If you do not tread on the bodhi path,  
What is the use of pretending to be a dharma practitioner? 
If you wish to tread on the bodhi path, 
Cast your worldly activities behind 
And bid farewell to samsara. 
Follow in the footsteps of the glorious gurus, 
Prepare provisions for the next life, 
And therefore, your permanent goal will be excellent. 
 
Thus, the yogin Dechö Zangpo has sung this song on the path of bodhi. 
 
 
The lord of yogins, the holder of the Shamar crown Khachö Wangpo, seeing the phenomenal realm of all 
dharmas without confusion, and exposing the faults of all those logicians who praise and blame the two 
truths, was liberated by stripping bare all conditioned dharmas and the dharmata. 
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The Eightfold Bodhi Path 
 
Nama Uttarebhyah 
 
The name that accords with his domain is Glorious Wisdom. 
The name from when he tossed the flower is Immovable Victorious One. 
The name given to him by his guru is Unconquerable One. 
The name with which the devas adorned him is Stainless One. 
The name sung by the dakinis is Sky Traveler. 
The name which gladdens the aryas is Candipa . 
He is  a beggar who possesses many meaningless names.  
 
Listen to the song of the bodhi path. 
 
Natural revulsion is the bodhi path. 
Uncertain journey is the bodhi path. 
Without enemies or friends is the bodhi path. 
Naturally free from occupations is the bodhi path. 
Direct vision of self-liberation is the bodhi path. 
Being natural and loose is the bodhi path. 
The life drop of the profound pith is the bodhi path. 
Effortlessly attaining your needs and desires is the bodhi path. 
 
Let us practice according to the truth. 
Even Rinpoche attained the bodhi path.  
So come along, his fortunate friends. 
Follow in the footsteps of the glorious gurus. 
 
Listen to the song of the bodhi path. 
 
Just the pure necessities of food and clothing are sufficient. 
The renunciant is happy wherever he goes 
If you have sacred outlook, everyone is an agreeable companion. 
If you are in accord with the dharma, devas accomplish your goal. 
If you recognize your mind, you are the Buddha.  
Whatever you do is merely a  dream.  
If you have skillful means, even klesa are your friends.  
E ma! You have the precious jewel. 
 
Let us practice according to the truth. 
Even Rinpoche attained the bodhi path.  
So come along, his fortunate friends. 
Follow in the footsteps of the glorious gurus. 
Follow in the footsteps of the glorious gurus. 
 
Follow in the footsteps of the glorious gurus. 
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07Ü-yë/-+ýë,-8Ü,Ê Êaë+-+è-dÜ9-/<0-/5Ü,-+/è,-ý-Xë#<Ê Ê:ß<-/gè<-Uë0-(Ü,-9è-0Ü-/6ë+-ýÊ Ê
7+Ü-#%è<-ý9-/6ß$-8$-0*9-7o:-/Ê Ê7e³$-/5Ü-¸¥<-`Ü<-7ië-/-+$-Ê ÊF0-;è<-/D,-ý-0è+-ý-
7+ÜË Ê€ç-0-0",-bÜ-ië$-aè9-7lÊ Ê8ß,-9Ü$-Zë+-ý7Ü-:ë$<-0è+-ý9Ê Ê+è-#ë-,-+0-ý7Ü-T-&ë<-
bÜ<Ë Ê,ë9-8ë+-+μ¥-‚Ü,-8$-0Ü-0μ ¥-YèÊ Ê2Ý#-X,-ý<-F-/-0Ü-"ß#-%Ü$-Ê ÊYë/<-l#-»¥:-:<-
`Ü<-0Ü-/wë#-ýÊ Ê7&Ü-/-e-/7Ü-…-/ë-&èÊ Ê7+Ü<-Wë,-&+-+i-#(è,-dè-0-fë$-Ê Ê7+Ü-,0-8ë$-$è<-
ý-0è+-ý9-8ë$-Ê Ê7+Ü-/<0-,-%Ü<-̀ $-+#ë<-ý-0è+Ê Ê/9-+ë7Ü-:0-7n$-0ß,-ý-,# Êaë+-&±-/ß9-
0Ü#-#Ü<-0Ü-0*ë$-/<Ê Ê,$-7ë+-#<:-…ë,-0è7Ü-i/<-;ë0-bÜ<Ê Ê<$-;Ü-8$-7bë+-ý-0è+-ý-
+#ë<Ë Ê:ë$-8ë+- Ǜ-#ë-U/<-0Ü-Cè+-+èÊ Ê:ëë$-0è+- Ǜ-vë-[-/6ß$-9è-9,Ê Ê#<ë#-7'ë#-#Ü->-7*<-
0-9è-/9Ê Ê72ì-/-e-72ì:-bÜ-72ì-/-/6$-Ê Ê#ë<-+9-6/-7'0-ýë9-0Ü-9è-/9Ê Ês:-sá:-bÜ-#ë<-
CÜ$-:ß<-:-lëÊ Êaë+-+è-dÜ9-/<0-/5Ü,-9Ü-:-7 ¥̧# Ê8$-0"7-:-7.ß9-/7Ü-7+/-&#<-+èÊ Ê"ë-
#9-7ië-9$-+/$-&è-,-8$-Ê Ê6<-<-:-72ì:-̧ ¥<-/#-8ë+-+#ë<Ê ÊXÜ-+0-ýë<-6Ü,-,-'Ü-P9-eÊ Ê
aë+-#9-7ië-9$-+/$-&è-,-8$-Ê Êdë#<-73Ý,-bÜ-8ß:-:-{æ-/-,Ê ÊeÜ<-ý7Ü-þè-/ë7Ü-vë-oÜ+-̀ ÜÊ Ê7¸¥-
73Ý7Ü-{-:-/#-8ë+-+#ë<Ê Ê7+Ü<-6Ü,-,-,0-.ß#-vë-9è-7bë+Ê Ê+è-/<0-5Ü$-+/è,-ý7Ü-9Ü-:-
7 ¥̧# Ê%è<-0"7-7ië7Ü-#,<-0&ë#-02ì-+!9-‡å:-ý7Ü-.ë-o$- ¥̧-v$<-<ëÊ Ê+è-8$-Dë#<-Q,-&è,-ýë-“-+09-%ë+-ý,-
73Ý,-ý-0"7-སྤྱë+-+/$-ýë-5è<-e-/-+è-(Ü+-Bè-/1°,-9Ü-hë+-ý-/+è-/9-#;è#<-ý7Ü-#+,-<-02±9-.ß-#,<-,$-¸¥-/º¥#<-ý9- Í Í Í Í Í

#<ë:-/<Ê 7"ë9-yë/-02,-%Ü#-0Ü-++-%Ü$-U9̈-º¥<-[-2ì#<-e³$-/-:-/Dè,-,<-8ß:-dë#<-7+Ü-P-/ß9-/Z+-ý<-v-07Ü-

#+,-<-0Ü-6Ü,-%Ü$-#5,-+ë,-¸¥-0Ü-7b²9-/7Ü-"9-ZÜ#-&è,-ýë-#<ë#-ý9-7b²9-¸¥-7ë$-+#ë$<-)èÊ #,0-T-/{+-#$<-`Ü-9-

/-:-<ë#<-ý9-#;è#<-ý7Ü-2éÊ 5:-yë/-F0<-:-5:-/!ë+-dÜ-7nÜ,- ¥̧-#<ë:-/-,Ü-7+Ü-P-YèÊ Ì ,-0->ß$-9è-
§ï Zè-9Ü#<-0*ß,-ý7Ü-0Ü$-,Ü-+ý:-8è-;è<Ê Ê0è-)ë#-.ë#-ý7Ü-0Ü$-,Ü-0Ü-/þë+-{:Ê Êv-0<-
#,$-/7Ü-0Ü$-,Ü-0Ü-.0-ýÊ ÊT-8Ü<-/)#<-ý7Ü-0Ü$-,Ü-lÜ-0-0è+Ê Ê¬¢-!Ü<-uä9-v$<-0Ü$-,Ü-0"7-:-
སྤྱë+Ë Ê7.#<-0-+bè<-ý7Ü-0Ü$-,Ü-1¼Ü-ýÊ Ê+ë,-0è+-0Ü-0$-Q,-ý7Ü-‡$-ýë-aë+Ê Êe$-&±/-:0-bÜ-
uä-7+Ü-(,-ý9-03ì+Ê ÊPë-#ë<-o$-oè$-10-5Ü#-#$-e<-dÜ+Ê Ê0Ü-:ß<-8Ü-n#<-སྤྱë+-ý<-%Ü-5Ü#-
eè+Ë Ê6<-,ë9-…å/-ý7Ü-Ië:-/-{/-·â-þç9Ê Ê5è,-ý-9$-:ë#-7+Ü-,Ü-e$-&±/-:0Ê Êe-/)$-þè<-/ß-
#$- ¥̧-dÜ,-8$-þÜ+Ê ÊIë+-ý7Ü-<-8ß:-/6ß$-,<-%Ü-5Ü#-eè+Ê Ê8ß,- ¥̧-<-#%Ü#-Zë+-vë-9Ü$-¸¥-
\ë$<Ë Ê8ß:-:-$è<-0è+-7+Ü-,Ü-e$-&±/-:0Ê Ê9$-[$-+#-,-<ß-8$-0*ß,-ý7Ü-ië#<Ê ÊZ̈#-
/W:-[-*#- è̂:-,<-%Ü-5Ü#-eè+Ê Ê(è-7oè:-7"ë9-/7Ü-;:-*#-G+-`Ü<-&ë+Ê Ê+i-0è+-/;è<-0è+-
7+Ü-,Ü-e$-&±/-:0Ê Ê&ë<-+$-0*ß,-,-7¸¥,-0-T-8Ü<-…å/Ê Ê:è#<-(è<-/IÜ-/i$-0$-ýë<-%Ü-5Ü#-
eè+Ë Ê2é-7+Ü7Ü-e-/5#-*0<-%+-:Ü$<-`Ü<-/ë9Ê Êe9-0è+-9$-#-7+Ü-,Ü-e$-&±/-:0Ê Ê9$-
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<è0<-9$-$ë-;è<-,-<$<-{<-9$-Ê Ê*-X+-*ë<-/<0-0$-ýë<-%Ü-5Ü#-eè+Ê #º¥$-2Ý#-Dë#-ý7Ü-9Ü-0ë-
8:- ¥̧-&±# Ê#%è9-0*ë$-9$-ië:-7+Ü-,Ü-e$-&±/-:0Ê Ê7n:-[$-HÜ-:0-10-7+Ü-#$-e<-9ß$Ê Ê
9$-#Ü<-9$-(Ü+-/%Ü$<-,<-%Ü-5Ü#-eè+Ê Ê#)+-0è+-&:-/7Ü-$$-¸¥-Të+- Ǜ<-5ë# Ê0-/%ë<-T©#-ý-7+Ü-
,Ü-e$-&±/-:0Ê Ê*/<-+$-Q,-,- ¥̧#-`$-/ ¥̧+-IÜ7Ü-0&ë# Ê7#:-0*ß,-\ë$-€ç9-0$-ýë<-%Ü-5Ü#-
eè+Ë Ê#,+- Ǜ-#+0<-ý<-(ë,-0ë$<-ië#<-<ß-aè9Ê Êrë#-*Ü#-6/-#,+-7+Ü-,Ü-e$-&±/-:0Ê Ê
>è-0-,ë9-/ß-9Ü,-&è,-9$-:-8ë+Ê Ê+ë,-0è+-7"ë9-/9-7"ë9-,<-%Ü-5Ü#-eè+Ê ÊT©,-iá/-/+è-&è,-$$-̧ ¥-
Iè,-bÜ<-5ë#<Ê Ê+#ë<-7+ë+-7/+-0è+-iá/-7+Ü-e$-&±/-:0Ê Êe$-&±/-:0-/{+-#%Ü#-·â-lÜ:-/7Ü-
uäË ÊWë,-9/<-l,-ý<-þë-/<-/Ü:-/7Ü-2Ý# Ê*ë-9$<-*ß,-020<-#<è$-/7Ü-9ë:-0ë9-v$<Ê Ê
+ë,-/5Ü,-སྤྱë+-+0-dÜ-9/<-ië#<-ýë-F0<Ê Êe$-&±/-:0-8$-/+#-#Ü<-Cè+Ê Ê7+ë$-$ë-U:-Q,-
ië#<-ýë-F0<Ê Êe$-&±/-:0-:-0Ü-7ië-/7ÜÊ Ê&ë<-ý7Ü-#6ß#<- Ǜ<-%Ü-5Ü#-eè+Ê Êe$-&±/-:0-
:-7ië-7+ë+-,Ê Ê7'Ü#-Dè,-e-/-{/-·â-þç9Ê Ê7"ë9-/7Ü-#,<-:-dÜ-d#-72ì:Ê Ê+ý:-Q,-v-
07Ü-Bè<-/5Ü,-7o$<Ê Ê2é-dÜ-07Ü-/{#<-i/<-bÜ<-;Ü#-+$-Ê Ê#),-bÜ-7¸¥,-0-:è#<-,<-
7ë$-Ë ÊF:-7eë9-/+è-སྤྱ ë+-/6$-ýë-8ÜÊ Êe$-&±/-:0-uä-+è-U+-:ëÊ Ê+è-8$-F:-7eë9-bÜ-+/$-d³#-“-
+09-%ë+-ý,-73Ý,-ý-0"7-སྤྱ ë+-+/$-ýë-5è<-e-/-+è-(Ü+- Ǜ<-&ë<-*0<-%+-`Ü-#,<-[$-7há:-ý-0è+-ý9-#6Ü#<-,<-Dë#-#è- Í

0",-bÜ<-/+è,-ý-#(Ü<-:-…ë-U9̈-e<-ý-+è-*0<-%+- Ǜ-02$-d9-,<-&ë<-%,-+$-&ë<-(Ü+-*0<-%+-]ä,-Kë#<-P9-ië:-/9-

b²9-ý-,Ü-7+Ü-P-YèÊ Ì ,-0ïq¢Ü-μ ¥-9ß-4èÊ ¥̧<-+-P7Ü-[$-9Ü#-#<:-10-7+ÜÊ Ê&ë<-´¥,-Jë/-/+è,-
ý7Ü-9$-$ë-8Ü,Ê Ê7+Ü-0-/%ë<-9$-#7Ü-#,+-;è<-,Ê Ê+ë,-+0-ý7Ü-/+è,-ý7$-+è-"ë-,Ê Ê#º¥$-*-
X+-0",-bÜ-/+è,-#(Ü<-+èÊ Ê:ß$-9Ü#<-ý-0$-8$-#,+-0-#ë Ê#(Ü<-*-++- ¥̧-/6ß$-/<-#(Ü<-0è+-
(0<Ë Êvë-\$-v$-#Ü-7há:-7"ë9-{æ,-0Ü-7&+Ê Ê$è+-0,-$#-#,+-`Ü-/+è,-#(Ü<-7+ÜÊ Ê7n:-
0$ë,-<ß0-03ß/-2±#<-:0- ¥̧-eè+Ê Ê+ý:-Eë-Bè-7&$-+$ë<-v-0-8ÜÊ Ê*ß#<-+#ë$<-ý7Ü-XÜ$-ýë-{æ,-
0Ü-7&+Ê ÊDè,-*/<-;è<-6ß$-7'ß#-Eë-Bè7Ü-:ß<Ê Ê#,+-F0-/5Ü-#%Ü#-·â-2ì#<-ý-+èÊ Ê+ë,- ¥́,-
Jë/-/+è,-ý-#<$-/7Ü-#<$Ê Ê+è-སྤྱ ë+-ý7Ü-8è-;è<-+ë,-+0-(Ü+Ê Ê,$-U¨-/5Ü7Ü-7"ë9-:ë-:<-7ë$<-
ýË Ê0&ë#-#<$-&è,-7"ë9-:ë7Ü-Iè9- Ü̂,-)èÊ Ê8ß:-8$-+#-7"ë9-:ë<-/{,-ý-+$-Ê Ê:0-/<0-
#),-/5Ü-8Ü-Iè-0ë<-Cè+Ê Ê{æ+-6/-0ë-#,+- Ǜ-/+è,-#(Ü<-:Ê ÊdÜ-0-#)ë#<-,$-#<$-+ë,-#<ß0-
ýëË ÊBè-v-0-5:-:-#,<-ý-8$-Ê Ê¸¥<-+è-9Ü$-9$-l,-#<ë-dÜ9-/Bë+Ê Ê/+#-v-07Ü-5:-#+0<-
Jë#<-ý7Ü-/ßÊ Ê(0<-9/-7/9-[-"-0-/þÜ:-/9Ê Ê#,+-0-]<-uä-9ß-v$<-ý-:Ê Ê*ß#<-
+bè<-ý9-03ì+-%Ü#-¬¢-!Ü7Ü-2ì#<Ê Ê+è-8$-F:-7eë9-+/$-d³#-“-+09-%ë+-ý,-73Ý,-ý-M-ý-+ý:-+!ë,-0&ë#-»Ó̀ -
0&ë#-#Ü-#1ì-/ë7Ü-7/$<-9/-·â-2é<-ý7Ü-5:-W-,<-+è-(Ü+-`Ü-#<ß$-Eë-Bè7Ü-uä9-/5è$<-ý-'Ü-Xè+-ý-:<Ê 8ë$<-73Ý,-+#è-

/7Ü-/;è<-#(è,-+$-/!7-/{æ+-7há:-o:-bÜ-#<ß$-:-$è<-;è<-/yä-0è+-7há$<Ê 7n:-[$-9$-#5,-bÜ-7¸¥,-0-e-


